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Seabee regimental plan credited with speed i ng construction 

(P.4) • 
A TEN MILLION HOKE

WASNINGTON CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM 
1s bluepr1nted 1n a REIIORTS bill subm1tted to 
Congress this week. 

The proposed leg1slat10n prov1des for a com­
binat10n of private and governmental sponsor­
sh1p of construction of a million small homes 
a~ar for the next.ten years and would 1nsure 
Jobs for thousands of return1ng Seabe.es and 
other ronstruct10n workers d1scharged fI'om the 
Armed Forces. 

The plan, aa raported 1n the New York 
newspaper, IPM,8 has three ma1n prov1sions: 

(a) regular surveys would be made by the 
government to determ1ne hous1ng needs and to 
provide techn1cal 1nformation about be t ter 
hous1ng at lower oosts. 

(b) f rom these survey. , hous1ng needa 
would be determined and pr1vate construotors 
would be urged to fill the damands. 

(e ) the gover nment lIould undertake t o 
take car e of any r es1due. 

In all 1ts operat10ns, the program wo uld 
·underso ore local planning, f1nanclng and 
build1ng . 

Whe t her or not this bIll 1s enacted, 
post-war small home construotion appears aa­
sured of bl- par t 1san congresslonal support,
-PM' declared. 

The Amer Ican FederatIon of Labor, through
1t s presIdent, Wl l11am Green, halled the pro­
posal as 'the most Important .step yet taken 
I n Congree s t oward the positIve assurance ot 
f ull employment after the war. ' 

CUSHION AGAINST POST-WAR UNEMPLOYMENT is 
a nlne blilion dollar expansion program planned
by Industry at home for the next twelve months. 

The estimate made by the Department of 
Commerce and based on a survey of 7,000 manu­
facturers, is pred1cated on the assumptlon 

that the Pacific war would last at least utltll 
.the middle of next year. a report in the New 
'York 'Times ' stated. Should It end much 
earlier,B. the -Times' cont1nued, -that fact 
would not only assure fulfullment of the ex­
pansIon programs but might, In the opInion of 
experts, considerably inorease their size.­

GREAT MANY POST-WAR JOBS are rspr elented 
1n the twenty-one-and-a-half bIllion dollar 
post-war oonstruction volume wh10h has besn 
buHt up durIng the pas t two-and-a-half years,
aocordlng to Engineer1ng News Reoord. Forty­
three per cent of this proposed total $9 ,272,­

t334,000, haa engineering plans unaer way or 
completed. 

Projeot. ready for bid., w1th plans fin­
I shed and land l egal and finano1ng obstacle. 
overcom~ total' $743,982,OOO. An addItIonal 
$395 487 000 worth of proJects have plann1ng 
compieteA but laok f1nancing! and projects 
valued at . 679 ,912,000 have runds available 
but plannIng unfinished. 

The volume readl for bids is equivalent 
to an 1nve.tment of $5 . 60 tor every person In 
the UnIted States. 

BRIUG MER HOM! i nstead of sending w1ves 
to them, Pres i dent Truman said thIs week. 

I n an 1nterview wIth ·Starsand St r 1pes, ­
the PresIdent declared that American occupa­
tIon of Europe was temporary, but that In the 
meantIme replaoement and rotation would con­
tinue t o br ing veterans home. 

Mr. Truman,recalling the fIrst World War, 
when he was an artIllery captain 1n Europe, 
sai d he wanted to go home when the war was 
over, just ~lke American soldiers in Europe 
now. 

.You fellows th1s time have t he same 
grIpes and the same problems we had the last 
t1r.lB, II he declared 

EXTRA GAS RATIONS will be given enlisted 
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iDen at · the time ot thelr"dlsoharge trom the 
armed servloes as a result ot OPA aotlon thls 
week. Ex-servioemen wl11 be ellglble tor a 
aaxlmum ot thlrty gallons ot gasollne. 

SrABEE SPEED was dem­
IttlM8AT ZtlNES onstrated agaln r e­
~ " 	 oently When pressure

trom nearby enemy 
torces made It nec­

essary to extend a runwayon a newly-won tor-
ward base. 

o Orders oalled tor the addltion, In the 
absolute mlnlmum ot tlme, ot another 1 000 
teet to the length ot the alrstrlp. The Sea­
bees tlnlshed the Job In ten days -- and they
added 2,000 teet Instead of the 1,000 t eet 
oalled tor! 

When the gradlng Job was done, measure­
ments showed that some 80 000 ou. yd. had been 
maved In the ten day period and that at tlmes 
as muoh as 9 ,600 ou , yd, was handled I n twelve 
hours . 

BOOt (J' J AP MILITARY TACTICS " .. t hrown 
a t the 21st Battallon, After en emy Int l 1tra­
tlon a s uiolde plane attaok , hand grenade
skirmlsh and snlplng, unlts ot the battallon 
emerged wlth fl ve men sllghtly wounded and 
raoked up a s core ot at least 18 enemy dead 
and two oaptured. 

Perlmeter guards ot the battal~on camp
halted an attempt at Intl1tratlon, kl11ed 10 
enemy soldiers and oaptured two, 'l'hree 21st 
men were Injured when the sulolde plane orashed 
Into the slde ot an LST tled up at a dook. 

Two men were sllghtly hurt when a Jap
soldler tossed a hand grenade at · one ot the 
truoks as 1t rolled along a road trom the oamp 
area to the ooral plt, 

~attallon patrol,seeklng snlpers who had 
tlred on ooral plt orewB, kl11ed tour enemy 
troops wl th grenadee and rltle tire and then 
used demolltlon oharges to seal a oave In 
whloh tour more Japs were belleved to be h1d­
Ing. 

SABOTAGE AND FOOD HUN'l'S by armed Jap
stragglers have reaohed the 'pesterlng' stage
In the 71st Battallon's area, but the results 
must be dlsoouraglng to any Japs lett In the 
weeds, 

In 15 contaots wlth enemy elements, the 
Japs lost 14 kl11ed and two oaptured, One ot 
the vlotlms was a Naval ottloer, another com­
mltted harl-karl atter belng wounded and one 
dled when he trlpped a grenade trap. 

o 'None (ot the Japs) showed a deslre to 
surrender,1 a report sald, 

SIX illS WERE • SURYEYEpu when surpr1sed
In a banana thlcket by a Seabee survey crew, 
whloh then pioked up Instruments and went on 
about Its chores , 

Members ot the party were: John C, Smith, 
CCM, Jack Hyams, CM2c , Samuel W, Wl11lams , 
CM2c , Howard i~ . Floyd . Slo and John M, York , 
S10 , 

.~----------------------

RThe Japs were bidden in the banana grove
wlth a good supply ot grenades,' Smlth sald. 
'We threw a rook into the thioket to s.ee it 
we oould tlush them out. One dashed out and 
ran straight for US and we pumped lead into 
him untl1 he dropped. The remalning tlvs 
wouldn't come out even atter we set tlre to 
the thioket so we Just' sprayed the area with 
gunflre. Then we tound the tlve--dead,' 

SUICi~PLAJE B~S! blew Lt. (Jg) T. H. 
Wlllla, 4 r Lglment s oargo ott1oer t through 
a plywood bulkhead. Hls only InJurles wers 
laoerations. Lt. "11118 had r e_ined aboard 
the ship to taoUl tate unloading and to proteot
the cargo trom pilterage when the tamikaze 
struok, Three tnlisted men ot the reglme~ 
aboard at the t1me were 

A,r,SERVICE ".... 

' 
Ba ttalion . Twenty- e1ght 

unin j ured. 

SUPERFOR' PILOTS' 
BEQIIESTtor orank ex­
tenslons tor bomb 
bays bro~ht quiok 
servic e trolD the 13th 

un1 ts were turned out 
by t he 13th machine shop w1 thln f our hours ot 
the time the r equest was made; ot her s were 
produced as rep1dly as ne eded ; 

Petty ottlcer In charge of the shop was 
CMM John H, Dow . 

40TH REGIMENT 'UNIVERSITY' has more than 
1

1 
200 men enrolled in sOlDe phase ot supervlsed

slOudy, A oross section ot the studlous 40th 
shows 402 men enrolled In oorrespondence 
courses, 822 in selt-studyand18S In ott-duty
classes. In addltion, 560 men ot other unlts 
are partioipating in assistanoe, olass books 
and selt-study courses attorded by Comdr. C, 
G, Smallwood'e reglment, 

The reglment's eduoatlonal servloe maln­
talns a oOlDplete sohool tl1e, supplles books 
and oourses tor olass and selt-study, asslsts 
educatlonal otfloers wl th men who are planning
personal programs under terms ot the GI Bl11 
and period1cally visits battalions to conduct 
small group leotures, 

The servioe has prooessed 198 appl1oations 
tor h1gh sohool courses; 78 oOllege oourses 
and supplled 412 text books tor olassesand 
selt study. 

The 40th's widespread quest tor knowledge
ls made even more remarkabl~ In the fact ot 
a work sohedule calling tor 6t and 7 days per 
week, wi th a 9-hour day the rule rather thiln 
the exoeption. 

RECORD USE OF SCRAP was made by Seabees 
on Tarawa when they built a three~land,2,400-
toot-long pler from sorap metal, 

The story was published thls month tor 
the tlrst tlme In 'Englneerlng News Reoord , ­

The struoture was rushed to oompletion 
when Seabees who landed atter the assaul t 
troops were given a rush order t o provide some 
sort ot causeway over whloh unloading opera­
tlons could be oarrled out through all tlde 
stages, 

Construction materials had not been 
brought i n t or any suoh structure, Cooonut 
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~~----------------------- ----------­. \ -----­
trees on the ls1and were too soft to make good
plIes. Even ordlnary fl11 oould not be used, 
as the entlre length of the pler would be ex­
posed to wave actlon and rock or slml1ar pro­
teotlve materlal was unaval1able. 

The IBees turned Instead to Jap stock­
plIes on the leland, seleotlng T-ral1s, cor­
rougated lron, and steel relnforclng bars. 
These were put together Into a supportlng 
struoture tor a ooral fl11. 

Lengths of ral1 were sunk as plIes. An 
Inslde 11nlng, made of Marston mat, was lald 
up on edge wlth lapped Jolnts. The mat pro­
vided a stlff side wall, oould be easl1y spot
welded to the steel ratl, and then rsqulred
only .some sort of 11nlng to prevent the fl11 
materlal from golng through . the holes. Thls 
was accompllshed by the use of corrugated lron 
and whatever other flat materlal was handy. 

Salvaged oable or relnforolng rod then 
was put In as transverse tles belng run 
through holes In the sldes and weided to the 
ra11s. 

After the slde walls were In place, till­
Ing startedwlth a drag 11ne whlch scooped up
loose coral l worklng out from the shore and 
along the slde of the pler s eleoted t or a 
channel. When the drag 11ne reaohed a polnt
where water depth permltted, It was placed on 
a barge and work contlnued as before. 

The only "deok structurs" put on the f111 
was a strlng of oooonut logs lald alongeaoh
edge as curbs . These logs were secured to the 
proJectlng tops of the steel ralls. 

THE HEATIS ON when James A. Smlth, CPhM 1 
uses fils Improvlsed, but efflolent ~reatmen~ 
of muscular straln, spralhs and old Injurles 
aggravated by cllmatlc condltions on Tlnlan. 

Smlth submitted hls Idea of a heat treat­
ment maohlne to the battallon engl neerlng of­
fl ee whlch drew up plans and had the devlce 
built. Through use of a two-way swltch the 
amount of heat oan be r egulated. 

J ;,:p I DOL II FACTORyll Is thrlv1 r: • bus iness 
for Arthur E. Tomllnson, M20, and Albert G. 
Soltys , Srlo, who found a cast l r on I dol mo l d 
I n the Marlanas r ubbl e and put 1t t o work. 
Tom11ns on and Soltys uslng me tal trom a Jap 
pl ane propeller , oast a f ew I do1 s f or them­
sel ves as an experlment . When a Marlne offered 
t o trade an enemy r1t1e tor a set of t he flg­
ures, the Seabee pa1r wer e i n buelness . 

COMBAT STEVEDORING
'ROM 7HE MCORD of t he 'inva­

slon- green" 23rd Sp­1I0t.D eolal looks go~ 
even when s taoked up 

agal ns t the performanoe or veteran outflts. 

Part l 01patlng In ita firs t maJor 1nva e1on 
operat ion , t he 23rd unloaded 240 ,000 measured 
tons ot oargo in a ninety-day peri od and oon­
tributed 18,000 man-hours to a Marine field 
depot unl t on the b.each. Dur l ng t he f i ret 
day. of the landlng, one gang vo1untarl1y 
wor..ed 33 hours vltbout a break. Anot her t 1me.l. 
. l x gangs vorking In two .ahU ts unloaded 7 ,l2~ 
t ons of hlgb-priority cargo I n 62t hours. 

_ .J 
All stevedorlng was • Off-shore. " Men 

worked a steady 12-hour sHlft, 11vlng aboard 
shlps they were dlscharglng. Whl1e one shlft 
slept on bare deoks, atop cargo, or any other 
olear space, the other worked over and around 
them. 

A veteran boatswaln, after worklng wlth 
the 23rd durlng the hectl0 three months, tes­
tifled: 

• In ten years of Navy servioe, Ilve never 
seen a flner performance In splte of bard­
3h!ps and dlfflcultles. M 

"NO EFFORT TOO GREAT ,no deta11 too small' 
for the 22nd Speclal Battallon, Brig . Gen. 
Hugh Hoffman,Flrst Cavalery Dlvislon,declared 
1n a oommendation dlreoted to Lt. Comdr~ M.B. 
Orr, 01nC. 

The oommendatlon oame as a result ot the 
battallon l s ald In loadlng operatlons . 'Many
Ingenlous Improv.lsationl were employed to . 
expedlte the loadlng under the terr1flc pres­
sure of worklng agalnst tlme," the general
sald. 

THE 'LEET 
NAV' 


broken down, looks 11ke 

NAVY RESERVISTS com­
prlse 84! pp.r cent 
of the natlon's naval 
strength. The total 
flgure of : 3,388,556

this: 

Reserves, 2,862,971 or 84.5 per cent. 
Re~ulars, 378,263 or 11.2 per cent. 
Inductee, 147,322 or 4.3 per cent. 

The f1gure s Include both offioers and en­
11sted men. The fIgure f or the regulars In­
cludes war-time volunteers who elected to JOln 
the regular Navy. 

SEA-GOING RESCUE opened new posslbilltles
In shlp salvage off Oklnawa when an ARD, 600 
teet long p10ked up a war-damaged destroyer 
and had repalrs under way snroute Into an a n­
chor age. The D1(,.vas seoured In the basln wl th 
sIde shor lng and wl r e ropes sO that It easll~ 
wlthstood a 9-degr ee roll, Lt . (jg) C.L. Sohil­
leI' , CEO , reported, 

"The dook, ' he sald , , 'rea cted much the 
same 4s when t he bas In l oad was t he oa rpenter IS 
barge and other nor mal ca rgo . Onl y a motlon, 
or workIng , t oo small t o observe exoept by 
feel , vaS' not ed at t he bllge block., 

'Repair work on t he (destroyer) went on 
as u.tral while under way and no t i me was l os t , • 

BlUTISH ·HFAVY BOMBERS v111 JoIn In t he 
war agaInst Japan as tast as alrf lelds oan be 
buIlt to aooomodate them, All' Marshal Dougla s 
Colyer Br I t I sh All' represent atlTe on t ne 
CombIned (Ang10-Amerloan) ChI ef ot St af t s , 
announoed in WaShlngt on t hIs week. 

'Where the Unlt.d States Army All' Foroe. 
are flghtlng, I oan asaure you ·that the Royal 
Air Foroe Is golng to -be tound at t hat s i de , l 
Marshal Colyer deolared .._ lAnd let no one 
think that we aren It JGllt as set and J uat aa 
det ermIned on the e1imi natlon ot t he Japanese 
mll1tary maohine a s you are. ' 



BACK ON THE JOB, the 
"Fighting Fortieth!­

"WELL DONE" holder of the Army s 
Distinguished Unit 
Citation for its out­

standing a ccomplishments at Los· Negros in the 
Admiralties and now on its seoond tour of Pa­
oifio duty, has been oommended again this 
time by Commodore Andrew G. Bisset, CEC, USN, 
Commander Construotion Troops at a reoently­
oaptured island. 

Veterans in airfield oonstruotion the 
40th was oited by Comm0dore Bisset for' its 
"exoellent work" in putting into operation a 
vi tal airfield. 

-By oareful planning,hard work,and tire­
less effort you have done in two months a task 
that many oonsidered impossible" the oom­
~endation said . ' 

"SOMEBODY IS GOING TO BE MISSED - sa i d 
-Bremen Blast,· USNAB paper puhlisheA in Bre ­
men, Germany, when the 69th Battalion l eft 
that base reoently . - And t hat is the CB ' s,' 

The newspaper continued : 

nWe should be immeasurably gratetul tha t 
we had suoh an organization attaohed to us , 
Without any red tape or hullabaloo they did 
what wa s expect ed of them in the right way __ 
but quiok . Beoause of them you were afforded 
a e soon as was humanly possible , the facili ­
ties for hot food, hot showers, movies, laun~ 
dry and a host of other oonvenisnces, 

"The lateet and biggest thing they ao­
oompli shed and are leaving behind for you 1. 
the Reoreation Bullding. That one feat ir. 
itself should be enough for you men of this 
base to reoognize and appreoiate any Seabee 
every time you oome in oontaot with him.' 

71ST BATTALION'S work in keeping open 
roads in the third Amphibious Corps' zone of 
operations despite 14 Inohes of rain In 10 
daYS 18 termed 'an outstanding aooompllshment
of mi lltary engineerlng," by Maj. Gen. Roy S. 
Gelger , Corps oommander. . 

In a oommendation direoted to the battal ­
10n through Comdr. J. F. Cunl! t , 01nC Gen. 
Geiger eald 'the malntenanoe to a newl y-oon­
struot ed dlrt-aurfaoed r oad passable t o 
heavy ml i Itary traffl0 •••••• • is a r emarkable
englneering feat.' 

LEGION OF MERIT deooratlons have been 
pr esented to Commodore Robert Colton .Johnson , 
CEC, and to Capt. WilHam Maok Anga s , CEC, f or 
'exoeptionally merl torious servioe ' in Paolf lo 
base oonstruotlon. 

Commodore Johnson' s oitatlon was based 
on his work at Iwo Jlma, Captaln Angas' f or 
hls s upervislon of oons t ruot l on of 16 Naval 
ba ses from Australla to the PhIlippi nes. 

HEROISM IN RESCUI NG CREW FlE:MBERS f rOm a 
burning plane ear ned Navy and Marlne ~orp8 
medals f or aBM ElvIn R. Drlggers and Hlohal'O.' 
J. Lugo, MMlc, both s t atl onsd on Tlnian. 

Commended for partlol patlon I n the res­

oue vere Comdr. Thomas H. J one s , CEC, USNR. 
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Lt. Comdr. John A. MoAllister, CEC; USNR, 
CSF William B. Newby, USNR, Franois R. Mo­
Donnell Mt<\2o John T. Longerfeld, CM30 and 
Augusti~e J. ~tunno, CM20. 

BRONZE STAR MEDAL has been awarded to Lt. 
Comdr. Roger F. Neal, ClnC of the 84th Batt., 
for "heroio and meritorlous conduct In opera­
tlons agalnst the enemy. ' 

The oitation, signed by Vloe Admlral D. 
E. Barbey, USN, oredlted Comdr. Neal wl th 
"outstanding leadershlp" in rebullding a badly
bombed alrstrip. The CEC offloer, In turn, 
oredited his battalion. Sald he: "Thls award 
honors each and everyone of us ••• • 

53RD BATTALION'S "excellent" supervision
and assistanoe In the oonstruotlon of a quon­
set oamp and filllng and grading operatlons 
has brought a note of appreolation f rom t he 
offioer-in-oharge, admi nistratIve oommand , 
Amphiblous Foroes , U. S. Paoific Fl eet . 

"The offioer s and men pla oed 1n oharge
of the work oarried the projeot f orwar d rapi dly 
and efflolently , dlsplaying good Judgment 1n 
the layout and oonstruotlon, R the oommendation 
said. 

SEABEE ADMINISTRATIONWHAT TilE' a s well as oons t r uo ­
SAY ~- tlon prowes s oomea 

In f or pralse In the 
July i sa ue of "The 

Engineerlng News-Reoord. ' 

In an artiole on ' jungle to alr-strlp In 
10 days' and on the use of voloanl0 sand f or 
landlng strlps , the magazlne gives oredit to 
"reglmental control." 

"The suooessful handllng of the work le 

cited as an example of t he advantages In the 

regimental oontrol sys t em used by the Seabeee 

whioh ls far dlfferent f r om merely superimpos­

Ing a regimental staff on the regular battalion 

organization,' .the artl01e sa ys. 


"The Seabee plan puts the faoilities of 

the entire reglment under a sihgle head. On 

thie Job, a reglmental oommand oould muster 

and asslgn equlpment held by any part of the 

reglment. Nothlng could be diverted to rela­

tlvely unimportant work or to Just keep a de­

taonment busy. 


' There was only one master prlorlty list 
and this made pc·sslble the a 88embly of equip­
ment tha t wa s used sO effectlvely to flnlah 
·thls work In r e oord tlme.' 

I NVASIcm SUPPLIES are pouring i nt o the 

Phil1pplne s and the ielands are r apIdly being 

oonyer ted I nt o a mighty jumping-off point tor 

the I nvasi on of Japan , Lt. Gen. Wi lhelm , S. D . 

St u.r oommanding ANY .toroe. in the vee ternt 
PaCif ic , sald I n an inte~lew thls veek. 

The gBneral~!hiishandling t he logistic. 
ot the ·on to TO&7o oampalgn, sa14 that dur­
i ng J uly, August and September: . 

. Almos t 1,000 ,000 more tons or sup~ll.. 
vould pour into Maalla and other Pb111fpln. 
ports than ",ere unloaded durlng the entlre 
eigh t monthe- Philippine operation. 
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The number of servioe troops,many oomlng

dlreot from Europe, to handle suppllss and 
oonstruotlon would be more than double the 
number already engaged In suoh work. 

. Ml1l1ons of square fset of storage spaoe,
eqUivalent to 205 olty blooks, would be re­
qUir ed to handle inoomdng war gOOds. 

Rear bases in the South Paolf.o,Austral1a 
and New Guinea would be "rolled up as rapldl,. 
as posslble with troops and supplles movlng
forward to the Phl1lppines. 

HOPES FOR EARLy VICTORY are running hlgh 
among offloers and msnln the forward areas, 
New York "Times· oorrespondent W. H. Lawrenoe 
wlred trom Guam this week. 

"On the record, thi s is the pre-invasion
perlod,Y he sald, "but there are a surpris i ng
number of people here •.•. who think the Jap­
anese may bs forced into unoondit i onal sur­
render wlthout the neoessity of even a tOken 
invaslon . The. existence of that sentimen t 
here is the mo~' important beoa use lots of the 
people who ta~k that way wear stars and ma y
therefore be presumed to be in a position to 
know what thsyare talking abou t ••• 

"Th1s correspondent has heard men wear l ng 
three stars predict that the Japanese will be 
out of the war by September, and he bet a on e­
star of flcer the other night $10 even money 
that the conflict would not be over within. 
three months. 

"There are, of course, some flag and gen­
eral offioers '"ho are not so optimistic -- who 
see the oonfllct lasting many months of a 
bloody cave-to-cave battle for the home ter­
ritory of Japan ••. " 

After oonsldering both Sides, Lawrence's 
conclusion was that "the battle of Japan could 
be won before invasion ••• • 

SOB'8RING NOTE In recent surge of predic­
tions of an early V-J day was Vice Admiral 
Marc A. Mitscher's warning that Japan has "a 
relatively intaot army waiting to repel an 
invasion." 

"The Japanese war lords meant it when 
they said they were willing to fight a huncl.red­
year war if neoessary," he deClared. "They
figured that we would get so sick of fighting
that we would agree to a negotiated peace • 
•..• Today (they) are faclng disaster and I'm 
sure they know it. Continued pressure wl 11 
force them to surrender or to be deetroyed
forever as a nat i on. I say we must exert that 
continued pressure untll they acknowledge de­
feat." 

His views were supported by Lt. Gen, 
LeWis H. Brer eton, who commanded the air a t ­
tacks on the Ploestl oil fields in Rumania , 
Both emphasized that 1n all probability t he 
Japanese Army would have to be defea t ed on 
Japanese soi l, They indicated the beli ef that 
it would be a year or more before enough sol­
diers could be staged into a Japanese bridge­
head to make defeat of the main enemy army a 
m111 t ary oert ainty. 

BOMBING AND BLOCKADE OF JAPAN is the be­
glnning of the invaslon, Rear Admiral DeWltt 
C. Ramsey deolared in a broadoast from Guam. 
He promised that the aotual landing itself 
Mwlll be made by the most overwhelming foroes 
ever conoentrated in mllltary history." 

Declaring the task of ~hittling down .the 
Japanese fleet already had been oompleted, he 
continued, "In all world history there is no 
more glaring example of a nation Imposing dis­
aster upon itself. For these people the lan­
guage of bombs and guns 18 apparently the 
only oonvinoing language,' 

TOTAL D~STRUCTION FROM THE AIR WI!lS Ilrom­
ised Japan this week by three Army Air Foroe 
generals, one of whom deolared the power of 
B-29 fleets to destroy Japanese alr potentlal
will soon be tripled. 

General George C. Kenney v.aJ. Gen. Curtis 
E. LeMay and Lt. Gen~ James H. Doolit~e said 
the Nips would get earthquakes twenty-fOur
hours a day until they quit." 

Gen. Kenney promised that when Invasion 
of Japan co~es, the enemy will have nelther 
roads. bridges. trucks, not looomotlve.s-­
Aall essentials to the modern army . a Ja9an's 
army, he said "will be immobilized," 

"Every enemy gun will be taken out , every 
enemy concentration will be bombed and strafed, 
every enemy movement smothered," he said. "In 
the meantime the air blockade wl11 prevent ef­
feotive Japanese reinforcements of men or 
supplies. Air power will be the decisive el­
ement," he asserted. 

Gen . Doolittle said: 'The new 8th Air 
Foroe will be operating against Japan very 
soon, and when it hits its full stride the 
rate of destruction of Japanese air potentlal
will be tripled. This Japan oannot aocept.' 

Gen. LeMay declared: "If Japan wants 
another siX months like the last six, she will 
get It -- and at an ever-increasing tempo.
Our plans call for putting more and more bombs 
on the target, The target is Japan's ability 
~o make war. It's up to Japan." 

KEY TO STRATEGY in the northwestern Pa­
cific, says Roy W. Howard, United Prees pres­
ident now tcuring the Pacifio, w111 be Okinawa, 
He described the island as "In the process of 
becoming the greatest military alr base in the 
world" and said told the natlon how Seabeea 
and englneers are now bullding "1,100 miles 
of modern hard-surfaoed roads, 22 air fields, 
and a thoroughly modern harbor with up-to­
date piers and drydocks." 

"The ove r -all jOb,n he continued , 'w1l1 
be greater than the combined effort on Guam, 
Saipan snd Tinlsn. ' 

SITUATION IN JAPAN will be "very bad" 1n 
from four to six months Ma j . Ge n . Claire L. 
Chennaul t , forme r oommander of the U. g. Four­
teenth Air Force , declared in Chungki ng thi s 
we ek , He pred1cted Japan would be isola t ed 
f roo the Asiati o contInent wi thin a month . 
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Wi th the enemy capable of holding out in­

definitely in Manchuria and North China, how­

ever, Gen.Chennault declared an Allied ground 

assault would be necessary and that a port on 

the China coast would have to be opened as an 

invasion beachhead. 


Pilots, not planee, are Japan's aviat-ion 
bottleneok, Gen. Chennault stated. Although 
the enemy is able to build a lim~ted number 
of planes in underground factories , the only 

' training area Japan has available that is not 
subject to constant air attack is tar northern 
Manchuria. 

PEACE BEFORE OCTOBER is the qualified 
prediction of Senator Millard Tydings o~ Mary­
land. 

The Senator, who recently returned from 
an inspection trip to the Philippines ,declared 
that his sources of information ·feel that 
evente of great moment are possible before 
OctOber! " 

"My own opinion," he said,"is that Japan
is trying desperately to find some way out so 
she can sue for oeace without too much loss 
of ~ace. The ruin being heaped on Japan daily 
is having its effect. The Japanese want to 
end it. They are looking for a way out." 

He cautioned, however, that "1t would be 
unwise for us to assume that because there Is 
a falnt ray of l1ght in the sky. peace 1. 
Just aro und the oorner. We mus t keep In m,lnd 
that men are dylng every day In thls cruel 
and bloody war agalnst Japan." 

MTHE NEXT SIXTY DAYS· wl1l find the Jap­
anese accepting the Al~_les i uncondi tlonal sur­
render terms, Senator Homer E. Capehart of 
Indiana stated In a press conterence held In 
Indlanapolis. 

"If the Japanese do not qUit,- he added, 
he expeots "Russla to JOln us In the PacUlc by
September 1.· 

WAR, HAS BOOMERA~!GED, Jap radl0 admits, 
with fighting now gOing on on home soil,where 
Japan never intended the war to be fought . 

"Frankly, the Japanese people never oon­
ceived the war as anythlng else at a ll but 
battles abroad," the propagandists asserted. 
Govern~ent and people were urged to renew 
their war efforts to meet the • unprecendented" 
s i tuatlon brought about by the Allies ' ref usal 
to cooperate with Nipponese war strategy. 

IF THE JAPS KNEW "hat General George C. 
Kenney, c ommander of Fir East Air Forces, has 
i n s tore for them, t hey'd qult now, , Here' s 
wha t the gener al promises, accord l ng to pre•• 
reports: 

••• • . The enemy 's "goose I s cooked and t he 
J1g Is j ust about up, whether he knows I t or 
not ••• • 

•••• • The Japanese ·wl11 be bomb-hawpy 
long bef ore our boys go ashore anywher e •• • 

•• • •• Ten thousand bombers plus carrier­
borne wa rplanes of the U. S. and BrItIsh 

Fleets wili hit Japan in "the biggest masslng 
of airpower the world has ever seen .•• • 

•••••• Something has got to orack•••.• we 
can land almost anywhere with an almost total 
lack of opposItion ••• • 

• ••••• '!'here's no plaoe In the entire Jap­
anese Emplre that can't be reaohed by Allied 
power and there's nothIng out of bound. for 
Ameri~sn airmen. And that goes tor the Emp­
eror's Palaoe as far as I'm oonoerned ••• • 

65 HOURS FROM ~ERSEY
"FYI" TO OKINAWA is sched­

ule being maintained 
by ATe Ferrying Div­
ision when weather 

oonditlons permlt. Via it~ Fort Dix Army Air 
Base, the Air Transport Cocmand now is ferry­
ing more than 500,000 pounds a month of the 
Army's highest priority freight along the 
world's longe s t supply route to far-flung Pa­
cific bases. 

Xaterials flown out on sixteen daily 
cargo flights range from ~,OOO-pound engInes 
for 3-29 Superfortresses to tiny vIals of 
life-saving medicInes welghing as 11ttle as 
t,.·o ounces. 

725-M,P , H, NAZI PLANE wa s being tested 
when Germany oollapsed, Major Alexander deSe­
verslty, · speoial oonsul tant to the Seo, of War, 
deolared this week In Rome. 

Major de Seversky attributed German weak­
ness In the alr to three ma jor tactors: (1) 
German alrorafts ' shor tage of fire-power and 
bomb-carryIng oapacity; (2) the deolslon to 
swltoh to the manufacture of flghters and 
abandon bombers when the Nazi should hay, 
contlnued the stra teg10 bombIng of Brltaln; 
and (~) Insufflc1ent close ooordinatlon of 
German undergr ound a lroraft-manufaoturers' 
elltabllshments,' 

FLOATING AIRFIELDS on which land planes 
can descend in midocean have been successful­
ly tested and are expected to be utilized In 
postwar development of air transport, Britlsh 
aviation engineers have revealed. 

The floatlng airdromes already have passed 
Brltish Navy eXperimental tests. The first 
one was built by Americans early in the war 
aooording to British-Amerioan designs . Im­
proved t ypes have slnce been buIlt by the 
BrItish , but thus far even the best 1s prac­
tioal only for sheltered waters. 

The platforms, some of whioh are 2,0 00 
fee.t long , are composed of thousands of closely­
l inked pontoons Which are ooordinat ed f lexIbly 
to keep a levsl surface when waves are runnlng . 

FIRST CIVILIAN J EEPS--at $1 , 090 t. o . b., 
Toledo--are ready f or the mar ket. The OPA, 
setting a oei11ng pr i ce, d1sc l oeed the new 
jeeps have been r olling of f as sembly lines at 
t he W111ys-Overland plant in Toledo for s ~v­
eral weeks . It was expla1ned the new Jeep 
"basically i s not a l i ght ca r ,but r a ther a 
four-wheel drive, half-ton truck designed for 
utilit y truck and farm and country une." 

- "EXtr as' range from $51.05 for a t ront 
'body top to $90 . 67 for a power take-off t or 
converting the Jeep ' s motor for use a s a s t a­
tlonary engine . 
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FOUR-A.."lD-A-HALF MILLION GERMAN CASUALTIES 

was probable prlce Nazls pald ln human 11ves 
for ~,'orld War II. 

A document captured ln Berll!,) shows total 
casualties for all servlces was 4,064,438 up 
to ~lov. 30 , 1944andauthorltles estima t e Ger­
cans lost another half-ml1llon after that date. 
The caaualty record was found ln the home of 
Gen. ~er~ann Relnecks, head of the Hlgh Com­
mand's Propaganda Department. 

JAP GAS BUPPLYhas been largely destroyed 
through constant alr ralds. Nlnety per cent 
of For=osa's alcohol and butanol lndustry, 
source of vltal solvents for Japan's avlatlon 
gasollne, have /l. one up ln smoke, Lt. Gen. 
Ennls C. Whi tehead, commander of the Flfth Alr 
Foroe, reported from Manl1a. 

All a result of the ralds,lt le estlmated 
the Japs' annual avlatlon gasollne potentlal 
has been reduced from 3,612,500 to 870,000 
barrel s . 

POST-WAR AUTO buslness began t aklng shape
wlth announcement of two cars t o be manufac­
tl~ed by the Henry Kalser-Graham Palge-Joseph
W. Fra t er comblne. One model will b e under 
$1 , 00 ; the other a hlgher-prloed oar . 

LAUGn /-I';:7 r:R probFOR 'TNE abW wotid ;,.s.·.. e shown 
that t~e two real'DDI( winne~s i n the Dog 
Show re centl y spo~ 

ss~ei by t he 121st Battalion wer& a conkey 
a nc. a baby bear. 

With thelr GI owners, the two pets had 
been sedatsly watchlng the show on t3e stage 
of the 121st's theater. The attentlon the 
dogs behlnd the footl1ghts were getting appar­
ently aroused them and they deolded to make 
thelr own appearance on stage. ~e monkey
scrambled to the top of the mlcrophone whers 
he sat grlnnlng and chattering. Meanwhlle, 
the bear relaxed and settled hlmself near the 
footllghts. Tgere, contentedly and nOisl1y,
he began to drlnk a can of beer. 

When the judges got back to buslness, 
canl ne entrles of John T. KellY, SOl c ; Larry
Greenwell, Y3cj and John T. Byrnes, SIc were 
declared the wlnners. Jrlzes were dog coilars, 
dog beds, food pans and glass and wooden pi c­e ture frames, ell provlded by battallcn shops. 

-MEET THE PEPPLE" ls a column l n whlch 
the 95th's "Tral1blazer" each week gives ao col Ulll!l proflle of one of. the matee. 

y "So far,- the edltors wrote 
"lie have 'met the people' to the 
artist, an Indlan chlef, a guy off 
head, a ral1road deteotlve, and a . , conductor • 

w 

this week, 
t'.me of an 

t~e ~arble­
s t reet car 

,t "It certalnly makes a frul t salae. of human 
endeavor ." 

To whlch SNS can only add "Amen. ' 

(ALMOST) MADE IN JAPAN 1s a c 1dget car 
bu11t by James M. Cooper Mo~~lc, fro= aut o­
motlve scraps plcked up in the ~ar1ana9. The 
96-lnch wheelbase ls bu11t ln a tri~ed-down 
f rame of a wreoked enemy car, wheels and tires 

are from Jap plane B, and the motor is a B-model . 
'Ford of Jap manufacture. The hydraullc brakes 
came from planes. He gets 30 ml1es to the 

'gallon and ls deplorlng the fact the. Japs dld 
not leave a set of Alabama 11cense pla,tes. 

A DEADLY SNAKE declded one leg of the 
trousers whlch Wl1ford W. Deal, EMlc, USNR,of 
Houston, Tex., had left hanging by hls cot 
would make a comfortable place to spend the 
nlght. 

Next mornlng, all went well as Deal put
hls foot lnto the rlght leg of the trousers, 
but as he struggled to get lnto the left leg,
he enco.untered three and a half feet of very 
angry Trlmeresurus Flavovlrldl0. The snake 
bounced on the floor, and while lt wa s maklng 
up lts mlnd whlch of Deal's legs to strlke, 
he smashed lts head wlth the butt of hls car­
blne. 

Deal now hanges hls clothes high before 

retlrlng. -The hlgher, the better ,It he says. 


"FIVE HUNDRED palrs of dungaree trousers, 
orlglnally conslgned fOr overseas WAVES who 
never materlalized, It reports the 96th Battallon 
'Tral1blazer,' ·were turned over to small 
stores for sale to the battallon. d 

Belle bottoms? 

STA TESIDE 
. " 

raffle for ca·sh. The beef 

IT'S NEWS AT HOME •••
that ln MILLIS,MISS.,
George Ladish had to 
exchange 700 pounds
of beef he won at a 
was on the hoof and 

Ladlsh had no place to keep the anlmal •••. that 
ln CHICAGO, ILL . , announcement was made that 
a dent1st had perfected a new Ouch-less method 
of drl111ng teeth by uslng a fine pin-polnt 
stream of compressed alr wl th a flnely-dlvlded 
abrasIve agent added •. ..• that ln MILWAUKEE, 
WIS., the clty's 27 aldermen inadvertently
approved an ordlnance whlch wiped out their 
own salar1esj hastl1y called a speclal meetlng 
to reconslder •••• 

IT'S ALSO NEWS .•. . that Sg't. Harry Truman 
nephew of the Chlef Executive, spent the nlght
alone ln the Whlte House because there was no 
other place for hlm to stay. The "tenants" 
were gone and the domestic help on vacation •• 
• :that ln NATICK, MISS., a bleachers sectlon 
seatlng 1.800 persons was stolen from the Nat­
lck Hlgh School athletl0 field •••. that ln OG­
DEN, UTAH, Clty Commlssloner Wl111am D. Wood 
was chosen rodeo foreman of the Ploneer Day
celebratlon, rode to the center of the arena, 
was thrown from hls horse and suffered a 
broken arm••.• 

AND IT'S STILL MORE r~S•••• that in HOL­
LYWooD, CAL., Actress Joan Bennett pald a $20 
flne for smokIng a clgaret while drlvlng past 
a flre statlon ln a no-smoklng zone •••• that 
ln BURBANK, CAL., two young gunmen robbed two 
Hollywood bank messengers of $110~300 ln slI ­
ver Dnd amall bl1Is ••.. that ln GnEAT FALLS, 
MONT. Ole Olson was sentenced to flve days
ln jail for drunkenness--hls 58th appearance
before the same judge••.. that the beer sltua­
tlon 1s bad all over••.•A Jap bomber rulned a 
cargo .oJ beer near Oklnawa and at Frankfurt, 
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Gerlll-.Y , AMG officials warned that if IB,OOO 
vol~eers to pick hops aren't tQrtboom~ng, 
the whole crop will be ruined••• 

NEW YORK CITY f-J C~EBRATION will be 
' almost riotous , b says the Mew York "Times , ' 
and the oi ty polioe department already has 
oompleted its plans to handle what probably
will be New York's most tumultuous demonstra­
tion. 

When surrender news is flashed, New York 
cops will be on a "no time off" and "no vaca­
tion" basis. Every available patrolman will 
be On duty. 

AUTOS ARE B~ING JUNKED at the rats of 
3,300 a day, accord1ng to R. L. rolk & Co., 
statisticians for the automotive industry.
Between July 1, 1941 and July l~ 1944 the re­
search men said a total of ~,4B5,689 cars 
disappeared from the nation's highways. 

~I VALET SERVICE~- or the closest the 
Army can come to 1t -- now is available to 
veterans returning on furlough under the re­
deployment program. ~uartermasters and supply
officers throughout the country will outfit 
the vets with wp.ll fitting, well pressed at­
tire, Brig. Gen. J. E. Barzynski, commanding
general of the Chicago ~uartermaster Depot,
declared. 

Special pressing equipment is being in­
stalled in reception stations allover the 
oountry and officers at the centers have been 
instructed to alter garments where necessary 
to give the wearer a well groomed appearance. 

It's a matter of morale, the Army says. 

ADD TO YOUR MdLIiHl 
LIST for one copy of 
each issue of yourSHOP TALI( 
battalion publica­
tion the following 

address: Officer-in-Charge, Civil Engineer 
Corps Officers' School, NCTC, Davisville, 
Rhode Island. 

If you are not already sending a copy to 
the Seabee News Service, also add: Seabee 
News Service, Bureau of Yards and DocKs, Navy 
Department, Washington, 25, D. C. 

NEW TtiIST IN PIN-UPS is featured by Camp 
Rousseau Is "Coverall •• Paper not only features 
sweater-flatter1 ng photos of glamorous models, 
but offers personally authographed pictures 
to Seabees requesting them. Photographs are 
sut:olied by vialter -Thornton who operates one 
of-New York's best photographic agenc1es. 

SEABSE NEWSPAP:i:ffiIEN and other editors of 
service publica ticns were recognized 8S pro­
fessionals this week by the Amerioan News­
paper Guild which voted to admit them to mem­
bership if they so desired. 

The Guild, newspapermen's union, hence­
forth will allow admission of anyone working 
on a servicemen's publication. Applicant~ 
.,Jill receive a card paid-Up "for the duration 
1n return for payment of initiation fee and 
one month's dues. 

SALE or HANX BOROWY 

THE BULL'EN 
t o the Chicago Cubs 
t or $100 , 000 and f our 
players set off a 
loud chorus of 'we 

wuz r obbed" cries ,f r om American League club 
owners. Loudest in his prot ests was t he ven­
erable owner ot the Senators, Cla rk Gr1ffith, 
considered one of the shrewdes t trader s i n the 
game . 

According to sports reporters, Griffith 
threatens to crusade for a change in the pres­
ent waiver rule at the next Joint meeting or 
the two major leagues. Under ths present reg­
ulations owners may place players on the 
waiver list t1me and again, but are not com­
pelled to release them 1f they are claimed. 
In tact, the Yankees asked waivers on Joe Di­
Maggio when he was 1n the midst of his 56-game
hitting s treak several years ago. Griff1th 
was able to secure waivers -in the AL on both 
Zeke Bonura and Bobo Newsom and then sold the 
former to the Giants for $20,000 and the latter 
to Brooklyn for $40,000. 

So it wasn't surprising that Larry Mac­
Phail could get wa1vers on Borowy, the Yankees' 
star hurler for the past three years. Biggest
surprise was the sale , itself. particularly in 
view of the fact the Yankees are only four 
games off the league lead with less than two 
months to go. That Hank wasn't losing his 
"stuff" is proven by the fact that he has won 
both starts in the National League. 

DIMINUTIVE MONK MEYER, f ormer All-American 
back at West POint and now a lieutenant colonel 
with the Army in the Phi11ppines, has been 
awarded the DistingUishea - Servioe Cross for 
single-handedly destroying thr ee enemy pill­
boses in northern Luzon. 

Meyer's citation said that he was leading
forward troops along a trail when he found 
the way blocked by an enemy strongpoint con­
sisting of three interlooked pillboxes. After 
the usual methods of pillbox reduction failed, 
Meyer mounted the top of the. first fort with 
an improvised charge of TNT. The explosive 
failed to detonate in the first two attempts
due to a faulty charge and Meyer returned wi th 
a third charge, lowered it into the pillbox
and held it until the last possible ~oment. 
The resulting explosion felled him but des­
troyed all three emplacements. 

The star of Army's football teams from 
1934 to 1936, Monk sutfered a burst eardrum 
and other injuries from the explosions but 
refused medical attention until the Japs were 
mopped up in the area. 

He previously had been awarded the Silver 
Star with Oak Leaf Cluster and the Purple
Heart with another cluster. 

DISA AND DATA : ••. _Robot-like BYRON NELSON 
boosted his 1945 golt winnings to $45,000 by
copping the All-American Open at Chicago with 
a record 72-hole total of 269, 19 under par •• 
•. B~BNEY ROSS, former world's welterweight
champ and Marine hero of Guadalcanal.r. has sold 
his life story to Hollywood for e35 ,uOO •••. Dr. 
CLARENCE W.. SPEARS resigned as head football 
coach and athletic director at U of Maryland. 
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